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“Throughout its history, the Commonwealth has been a leader in 
education. But our world is changing and so we, too, must change in 
order to ensure our place at the top for the next generation. The vision 
our administration has laid out will guarantee that Massachusetts students 
graduate with the tools to allow them to compete not just on the national 
stage, but with their peers across the globe.” 

- Governor Deval Patrick 1 



Introduction 

The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shares the Governor’s concern about 
the need to prepare students for the 21 st century economy. Board Chairman Paul Reville 
underscored the importance of this issue, stating, “We are not currently providing our 
students with all the skills they need to be successful in a technologically complex, 
globally competitive world. These skills are sometimes included in the strategies teachers 
use to address core subjects, but too often they are neglected.” 2 In an effort to find ways 
to better integrate these skills into the public school curriculum, Reville has named more 
than 20 educators, business leaders and innovators to a 21st Century Skills Task Force. 3 

To provide guidance to schools in preparing students for the 21st century, the Board 
voted in April of 2008 to approve the Massachusetts Technology Literacy Standards and 
Expectations. 4 To develop these standards, which update the state’s 2001 instructional 
technology standards, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education worked 
with the Massachusetts Technology Leadership Council (MTLC), and a team of 
educators and business partners. 

In addition to the technology standards, the state provides a number of other tools to 
support schools as they move into the 21 st century. The Department is developing 
improved systems to collect, analyze, and report data, which will ultimately allow 
districts to make decisions about instructional practices that will better meet students’ 
needs. The Department is currently working with 100 districts to implement the initial 
phase of an Educational Data Warehouse and Reporting System. The Department has 
secured a statewide software license, making it possible for all public school 
administrators and teachers to access the Data Warehouse. The long-term goal of this 
project is to provide a powerful, standardized, and user-friendly system for reporting and 
analyzing educational data for all Commonwealth school districts. 5 



1 Governor Patrick made this statement as he announced Massachusetts’ participation in the Partnership for 
21st Century Skills; the announcement is available online at: 

http://www.21stcenturvskills.org/index.php?option=com content&task=view&id=328&Itemid=64 

2 Full text of Chairman Reville’ s remarks is available at http://www.doe. mass. edu/news/news.asp?id=4074 

3 Additional details about the task force are available at http://www.doe. mass. edu/news/news.asp?id=4099 

4 The 2008 Massachusetts Technology Literacy Standards and Expectations are available at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edtech/standards.html 

5 Further details about the Educational Data Warehouse project are available at 
http://www .doe, mass . edu/infoservices/d w/ 
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